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WHAT'S ON TAP
LA's Water Story...Source to Spigot

The Los Angeles River is the birthplace of the Los Angeles (LA) region and was once a thriving, unifying water
source for the people and wildlife of LA. For thousands of years, the River provided sustenance to the
Gabrielefio-Tongva, Fernandefio Tataviam, Gabrielefio-Kizh, and Chumash. But over the past century, drastic
changes have occurred that have transformed LA's relationship to water.

In 1913, the first large water infrastructure project was completed that brought imported water to LA from the
Owens Valley 200 miles to the northeast. This enabled LA's population to grow from about 200,000 people to
nearly four million people who today call the City of LA home (with an additional six million people living in
the rest of LA County). From 1913 through 1972, more water import systems were built - bringing water from
the Colorado River Basin and Northern California through the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Meanwhile,
historic floods in 1938 led to the Los Angeles River being encased in concrete and fenced - further severing
LA's relationship to its local water and distancing Angelenos' link to local hydrology as well as important
aspects of its history and culture.

Today, many communities throughout LA face a variety of water challenges. What's On Tap: LA's Water Story...
Source to Spigot explores our region’s water history and delves into the water issues that most affect local
communities — including access to clean water, tap trust, affordability, and climate change.

In 2012, California legally recognized a Human Right to Water (Assembly Bill 685). The law states that "every
human being has the right to safe, clean, affordable, and accessible water adequate for human consumption,
cooking, and sanitary purposes.” However, reaching this goal presents many challenges. Large, established
water systems provide safe drinking water to most of the population, but areas served by small community
water systems lack the resources of larger utilities to serve residents well. Across California, an estimated one
million people do not have access to safe, clean drinking water in their homes — including some communities

in LA County.

Trust in the safety of tap water is another challenge, especially in LA. For many reasons, people do not always
trust tap water, even if they are served by a reputable water system and the water is safe to drink. If people
distrust their tap, then they buy more bottled water or sugary drinks to quench their thirst. This is more costly,
unhealthy, and damaging to the environment. Purchasing alternatives to tap water impacts low-income
families in particular. A major reason people distrust tap water is undetected issues with the plumbing that
moves water from a distribution network to the tap in a home, school, or business (known as “premise
plumbing"). These problems can result in exceeding health standards or affecting the water’s look, taste, and
smell - all of which can cause tap water distrust.



Affordability is also a growing concern. While drinking water is a basic human need, California households
find it increasingly difficult to satisfy this need as the retail cost of water has risen substantially over the last
decade and is expected to continue to rise in the coming years due to climate change, new requlations, and

infrastructure investments in support of more local water supplies.

At the same time, a warming and drying climate means imported water is a less reliable source than it was in
the past. One way LA is responding to this latest challenge is with increased investments in stormwater
capture and advanced wastewater recycling, which are creating the potential for transforming the region from

a net water importer into a more climate-resilient and water-secure region sustained largely by local water.

Efforts to address these and other water challenges have been led by many community and nonprofit groups,
researchers, advocates, and local, state, and federal government agencies. As LA's water story continues to
change, we invite you to engage with these issues and be part of how that story unfolds.

What's On Tap: LA’s Water Story...Source to Spigot is curated by Edith & Jolly de Guzman.
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Susan Arena

susanarena.com
|G @susanarenaartist

Goddess of Native Plants

The laurel is said to be the nymph Daphne, who, in order to repulse Apollo’s sexual advances, was transformed
by her father into a tree. Myths connect the ancient to the modern with stories that flow from the tap of human
psychology. Gardens also have a way of connecting. A few years ago, my husband planted a garden of native
plants at our home in Los Angeles with California poppies, ceanothus, sage, fuschia, blue flax, and buckwheat.
Most plants died, but others grew like wildfire and quickly a host of hummingbirds, bees, and butterflies were
drawn to the garden. People in the neighborhood were also drawn in by site and smell. | invented a new
goddess, sad, but with some hope towards the future. The Goddess is eternal.

$600


http://susanarena.com

Victoria Arriola

varriola.com

|G @varriola.monaci

Si se puede,

The Los Angeles River is
by mile. Its spirit and the spirit
it for centuries remains. It
all attempts by humans to
course. It can and will provide.

$750

the river endures

currently being revived mile
of those who lived along side
continues to endure through
constrain and reconfigure its
Si se puede (yes, itis possible!)



Chantée Benefield

chanteeb.com
|G @artistchantyb

Something in the Water (Does Not Compute)
Water quality concerns affect many communities throughout Los Angeles County. My artwork references

failing infrastructure as a source of tap water distrust and the unhealthy consequences of replacing drinking
water with other, sugar-sweetened beverages.

$850


http://www.chanteeb.com

Cassandra Davis-Ramon

|G @iambicdesigns

wenty-five percen
twenty-five p t

The Metropolitan Water District (MWD) was formed in 1928 to bring water from the Colorado River across the
Mojave Desert to supply the taps of Southern California. MWD estimates twenty-five percent of Southern
California’s water in 2024 comes from the Colorado. At the mouth of the Colorado lies a thin tropical sea
known as the Gulf of California. Water use over the past hundred years has changed this landscape
dramatically. Dams and aqueducts have changed the river's flow, sometimes slowing the flow of water at its
mouth to only a trickle. There, the smallest and most endangered porpoise, the vaquita, hangs on by a thread.
In 2024, drone footage caught two vaquita porpoises frolicking in turquoise waters of the gulf. These two are
estimated to be twenty-five percent of the world's population of vaquita.

$400



dearantler

dearantler.com
|G @dearantler

And the Tap Drips...drip, drip, drip, drip, drip, drip, drip, drip, drip, drip

Water utility rates and the ability of households to pay them both vary greatly, creating grave
affordability challenges resulting in stark choices having to be made by those with limited
resources. This can lead to desperate situations, such as choosing between putting food on the

table or paying for water to prevent a shutoff. Possible solutions appear over the dark background of this
piece. These solutions are often elusive, requiring lengthy application processes or investment of time
and resources not readily available to vulnerable communities.

$600


http://dearantler.com

dearantler

dearantler.com
|G @dearantler

Water Cycle (#1 and #2)
Water Wheel

Water Cycle and Water Wheel are playful takes on how distant our relationship to water is from nature's
hydrological cycle. Our water systems are highly managed, delivering water through networks that rely heavily
on technology (represented in simplified form by the bicycle wheel), and which in many cases have
commodified and privatized this most precious of resources (represented by plastic water bottles). While we
can thank technology for the fact that most of us have access to clean water, one wonders what is lost when we
trade a direct relationship with nature's cycles and replace it with highly-engineered technology.

$700


http://dearantler.com

Pascaline Doucin-Dahlke

pascalinedoucindahlke.com
|G @pascalinedoucindahlke

L.A. Drought Tolerant Garden

Water is precious, as these flowing crystal beads testify. Limited watering doesn't prevent us from growing
flowery, colorful, textured, drought-tolerant gardens in Los Angeles. On the upper part of the assemblage,
guidelines from LADWP show how to save water for landscaping. My husband, a landscape architect, and |
have experimented with different plants which thrive with limited water. We saw a step by step change in our
neighborhood with garden owners replacing turf for attractive drought-tolerant gardens. My mixed media
project includes digital prints of photos and a bouquet of dried plants, all from our garden. The two custom
designed pots show a sample of succulents from our garden that be grown and propagated. All metal
hardware, ceramic pots, and the wood shelf are recycled or repurposed.

$660



Leslie K. Gray

haikupenguin.com
|G @haikupenguin

A Conundrum of Trust

Communities of color have long histories of experiencing discrimination even under the guise of public
service. Having access to clean drinking water is a human right, water being no less vital for life than food or

air. Even if municipal taps are safe, who is the final guarantor of this precious resource, its fair distribution and
cleanliness standard? And should they be trusted...?

$600



Lois Keller

loiskeller.com

G @lois.keller

Rewilding the LA River

The LA River is undergoing a major revitalization project to restore its ecosystem and habitat, involving various
government bodies and organizations. I'm inspired by this effort and have created a painting to showcase the
positive impact of environmentalism on communities. The painting symbolizes the transformation of the
concrete channel into a natural habitat.

$600



Diana Kohne

dianakohne.com

Imported Water

In 1917 naturalist Joseph Grinnell described Owens Lake:

"Great numbers of water birds are in sight along the shore - Avocets, Phalaropes and Ducks.

Large flocks of shorebirds in flight over the water in the distance, wheeling about show

en masse, now silvery now dark, against the gray-blue of the water.”
Less than a decade later, Los Angeles drained this lake through our taps. Farms 200 hundred miles away had to
be abandoned as the Owens Valley agriculture economy died. Today, the LA Aqueduct has expanded, and the
Colorado River Aqueduct brings more water to our homes. The impact on the environment and on farmers
continues. | created this work to raise awareness of the distance “our” water travels, and to connect the act of
turning on the tap to this faraway reality.

$600



Ashley Kruythoff

ashleykphoto.design
|G @crashleyak

Family Values

We live in a time where corporate profits often trump fundamental human rights, convenience is preferred
over the work needed for a more sustainable future, and global issues trickle down to personal accountability.
Across the country—in places like Flint, Michigan-society and its arbitrary rules collectively account for dollars
and profit instead of people’s health and dignity. The fabric of human decency has eroded as badly as pipes
have corroded. Some health concerns drew me to test my apartment’s water and paint for lead, and the test
strips seen in this piece are left over from testing kit | needed—a month later, my landlord has not addressed
positive results. "Family Values" begs the question-like and unlike the art of kintsugi-what exactly in our
world needs repairing? | wonder what governmental and corporate "nuclear family” advertising of the future
will look like; will ads addressing the problems look as white as they did in the 1950s? What disturbing
messages and values are hidden within plain sight?

$222



Robyn Sanford

www.robynsanford.com

|G @robyn_sanford

The Roots Between Branches

"The Roots Between the Branches" evokes imagery of ancient old-growth trees integral to the lives and sacred
springs of indigenous peoples. These trees have long drawn sustenance from the river's waters, establishing
profound historical and ecological connections throughout Los Angeles. The stone 'roots' of the work serve as
a reminder that current constraints can be transformed to enrich and unify the communities along the river.
Despite the river's confinement in concrete, its roots and waters persist beneath, symbolizing resilience and
continuity.

$1.100



Arni Tecson

|G @arnitecson

Symbiotic with Owens Valley

The upper half of my painting features a “slender salamander," a common amphibian in the Sierras. | admire
salamanders not only for their beauty but also their symbiotic relationship with both land and water habitats.
The lower half of my painting features a dam made of weaved plant fiber. The Paiute Native American tribe
used to gather water from the lakes and creeks of the Owens Valley using water bottle baskets, which are
made of plant fiber and pitch. The Paiute people live in harmony with the natural environment; under their
stewardship natural life in the Owens Valley flourished. A strong contrast to a Paiute water basket is the Los
Angeles Aqueduct, represented by a spigot that draws water from the lake. Importing water from the Sierras to
Los Angeles was devastating to animal and plant life of the Owens Valley. Moreover, it also destroyed
communities of people.

$250



Sarah & Adrian Symcox

sarahsymcox.com adriansymcox.myportfolio.com
|G @sarahsymcox |G @champish
Liquid Gold

What is most precious in this world is life and that which sustains life. Clean and pure water
is an inalienable right of all humanity. With this piece, we're hoping to show that all people
deserve access to clean water as a foundational human right. Class, race, gender or economic
factors should never turn off the tap, never cut off your access to water, the giver of life.

$350


http://sarahsymcox.com

Lisa Tomczesyn

lisatomczeszynart.com
|G @yaya.designstudio

Water With A Side of Plastic

The United Nations declared that all people have the right to have sufficient, safe, physically accessible, and
affordable water for personal needs without any form of discrimination. Water is called a "universal solvent”
due to its unique molecular structure. Water facilitates the transportation of nutrients and the regulates
temperature in living organisms. In the absence of water, humans can survive only for a few days because
water is necessary for maintaining cellular balance and sustaining life. Water's special characteristics help
ecosystems and maintain environmental balance. Lack of clean water poses challenges for communities in
fulfilling basic needs, achieving economic growth, and protecting the environment. "PFAS" is an acronym for a
large family of manmade chemicals that all feature the carbon-fluorine bond, one of the strongest bonds in
nature. They resist degradation in the environment, leading to widespread contamination across various
sectors, including industry, consumer products and even the water cycle itself.

$400



Communities in Los Angeles and around California face a variety of water challenges ranging from securing
access to clean, affordable water, to contending with the reality of water supplies threatened by a changing
climate. This exhibit was co-curated by Edith and Jolly de Guzman in partnership with Avenue 50 Studio to
explore these issues and the Los Angeles region’s ever-changing water story. Artists each used a wood panel
with a spigot installed into it as their "canvas" and responded to one of five prompts on water issues that
affect communities in the region. The resulting collection of works convey a range of reactions, from the
whimsical to the deeply apprehensive, capturing a multitude of dimensions of LA's relationship to water.
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